= by pu 
& V Y Fu. - . 
% 4 WE; xt BY > Fo 
US a *.*- 
r | q @ oe aff 
© o - "WB 7] 
F br 1 


"43% 
= * 
A) "K = 


RV BE S.AIN ay 1 
» VV EAPONSCON TD 


CERNING Fre SPL 
RITVALL BATTEL. 


__ 
fe expoſur! tion upon the 
ro? worthie Epi-' 

{Ues,written in Latin BY that moſt worthy $ 
® and noble Gentleman Tobn Picus 
Earle of Mirandula. TI 


0 And tranſlated into Engliſh for the benefite of 
all good Chriſtian Souldiers in thy. | |: off 
*Spirituall _— - Lot "her 


Tofether with 4a 
{rxteene Pſalme * IVV/it 


; i NG 0 EO 


#*- 


Gy EZ G8 


* Imprinted at rae y *M Wandeti. 
for Iohn Daldern,and are tobe ſold * 
ma Canonlaneatt —_ of 


199 4 the vyhite hotle, 
| S, 480, 


a 


l : 
i : - 
k 


: 
PE - - - = —_ - Tb - I - De DE PTY ; 
. 
Ls = 
, 
- 
\ % 
\ % 
p 
* —_—_ 
= 
: 
; 
: 
: * * . < Ivy 4 ” 
p ; ES 
— 
VS CBEST, Bi LE Et $119 OY RE DAS WY MAE WP 4R tbo A ESI IIs OR x, is Pres nn re earn EC rn x Emaar an. mae ona. — 
PE—_— —_ NY EE TININS _—_ EETISFS WEE EP 
DE Sr re EEErn Fn IG a __ - - _ . _ an OP pg $29 Ahn ct TE Ie : _ NED EIOD FIR « 0021s 2s = _ 
one Cn pen wen a = Ee ee a EEC. Sac han CCC EEE EEC LEE IOC IoI=———==—= === 
= 
7 ® X _ 
. 
3 
: . 
, . - ; <A 
. 
? 
be . 
" 
. 
þ 
- 
, 
” : . ; 
- 
S - 
k , 
% 
5 = ©S 
- v » 
, 
J _ 
C q ! 6 i . F be 3. 4 "Oey A OC ESITAONT u 
46 P , l 
- * - 
- 
bl 
4 
. 01 - 
p , 
i 
$2 Lf 
b 
- _ / ; 
4 \ » Es . 
£ — » 
- 
of . l F 
; uM 
L - $ 
— REO EA . ? y , r . | / l - _ —_— * + >EN ol ABT CC ICE I ER RC LIP III OE EIT TT OE OE EC PIECES CCI EEC CICCTESS Pinto =: ti Þ __ PUICIS 1h Cr IA LA HO STEER he) 70949 9a nes 4 196 LS LES ct Se FUE SLAIN? 4 Hoare Ee 


Df I 4 I22-D>. 


T O TH E RIGHT 


WORSHIPFVL, MY. VERY 


G O OD VNCLE, SIR NICHOLAS 
BAGNOLL KNIGHT, KNIGHT M AR- 
thall of Ireland , one of herMaieſties cOun- 


cell-of Eſtate in that Realine. | 


7 Hat our r life i, 15 4 
W fight and battell 
yi w/por 7 the earth, 
78 2 M((my very good 
wer Jl * ncle) both the 
5 holy Scriptures, 
£5 ovur daily ex- 
Zgilperitce doe teach 
fllvs,but how litle 
"wee regarde the 
 warre whereunto we are waged,the ſacred 
honorable vow and profeſs102 of Souldiers 
that we haue tahen,the noblenes gr excellecte 
_ of the Generall that commaundeth ws, the © 
wſtnes and importance of the quarrellentred "yy 


wto by Lt the zpexplicable reward and tri= 6 
eA : 2 | umph | LNE's| 2a 


TheEpiſtle | 
umph (if we conquere ) propoſed vnto vs, the 
muht,malice,and pollicie of the ford es bent a- 
gamſt vs, the endleſfſe diſhonor and? nume that 
we run into if they doe vanqu bp q, the am- 
buſhes that to that enae they ay for vs, the 
ſtratagems that they vſe towards vyghe hote 

4 and violent char ges that they geue ws,the Vo 
El | inc of miſc 66-4 that they diſchar ge at vs, 
. the defeftronthat they practiſe m vs, the | WF 
rery that they pla if againſt v.,the br Lock that 
they make in the innermoſt houlde of|\wvs and 
the fierce nd furious aſſaults wherewith they 
aſſaule vs, ther ample and of ten conqueſtes,e9 
our moſt miſerable captinities do tao foo much 
reſtifie , From the which,though aayly raunſo- 
med by the bountie of our Gener all, to allure 
ws to more value aud vipuancic 4 wee con- 
pratefull , and vn rrationt , to our perpetwall 
ſhame(if we amen not )bekome 1ore\daſlard- 
lre and ſecure, Whereof \forre cauſes pro- 
ceeding from one Fountayne ( the wante of 
Gods grace) may me thinks s be aptly progir- 
| ced, | 
| The firſt, Ignorance of the warrt ,Jand Cne- 
T mies that doe encounter 7s. The ſecond, fe- 
felt of fortitude &/ (rams in the union 
Traer- 


Dedicatorie. _ 
vudertaken by ys . Thirdly, the lack of avs 


10ur and weapon, and other nece(aries that 


ſhould furniſhws, Fourthly,the want of mar- 
tall shall and drſcipline,that in any part and 


action of our ſermce (hould dire vs. 


Fer the firſt,ve ought to conſider that there 


are three mightte campes enuroning of vs: 


the fleſh,the world, and the infernall forces, 
for we fight not onely agar fleſh and bloud, 


but alſo againſt principalities,againſt powers 


againſt the worldly gouerners, the princes of 


the darkenes of this world, and agamst ſpiri- 
tuall wictedneſſes which are m the high pla- 
ces. Theſe , under Sathan ther ſouerargue, 
whoſe kinndome is calamitie , whoſe [cepter 1s 
{iane,whoſe lawes are lies, whoſe triumphe 1s 
torments,whoſe wages to his ſouldters 1s eter- 


 nall woe,and curteſte to his captizes 1s endleſſe 


death and deftirutftion : doe warre with vs 1 
foure ſeuerall places. Firſt generally, apam#t 
our head and hole armie: then particularty,as 
gam#t the legion and Phalange wherem wee 
are inroll:d: next pecultarly,agamſt the latia 
which we are appotnted unto : lay, they 
rayſe crull warrzs tn our ſelues. Our Saurnur 


and [oueraigne C hrift Teſs (whoſe kingdoms ol. 
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TheEpiſtle | | 
& euerlaſting bli fſe,who/ e ſcepter is ehreonſ; 
2 Is whoſe law « trueth, whoſe Kane is 
 glorie,whoſe wages is cel:ſtialltoy , and woe 
mercie to hisele&t is eternall life and ſaluati- 
0n) hath bunſelfe 12 perſon encountred with 
' theſeorr enemres,and breaking thety, force &5 
ſtrength to the r confuſion and ou'tthrowe, 
bath after his moſt royall and bleſſed vidtory, 
aſcended mto the Capitoll, and trikmphant 
part of his kingdame,the heauenly a id celeſti- 
all Hieruſ. es: leaumg vs [uch direſtions, as 
1f we followwe ſhall alſo became through him, 
wittorions, and ſo accompanie h | enerla- 
ferngly mm h:s triumph. Jn the meane|\time (as 
1t is laide downe by the Cronicler of this con- 
- gueft,S.lohn Reuel. Cap. 14. )The dragon in 
his rage and furie,pren.ayling neithes again#t 
_ the bead , nor against the whole bodi e of this 
; Grands He better part whereof (now 1n triuph 
with their Generall)1s out of gunſhot|, purſu- 
eth his malice againſt the remnant of| the hoſt 
which keepe the Commanndements of God,and 
haze the reittmonie of Ieſus Chriſt . T heſe he 
aſſayleth firſt in a generalirie , euen the whole 
Militant Church for whoſe good eftate wee 
ought to labour abi iriue in praicrs nd ſup- 


ptr- 


WS  Dedicatorie. | 

plications unto God , &5 both defend and en- 
large the boundes thereof to our uttermoſt po- 
wer. Next,with force and fraude,by himel}e, 
and his inſlruments, his vicar generall , Anti- 
chriſt, and his deluded kings and potentates: he 
attempreth the ouerthrow of euery principall 
part and phalange of her moſt excellent mate- 
ftie,and her domintons , her highnes being m 
the ſame the Lords lieutenant ,. in whoſe moſt 
bleſſed pouernment and legions' moſt conſpicu- 
0115 we are enrolled : wherem we ought with all 
Care,fortitude, and mduſiry , to reſiſt both has: 
 prattiſes ſecrete,and his 0 pen hoſtilitee. Thard- 
{ym the ſtation app orted Þs,and funttid that 
we are called puto,he ſlrreth troubles to afflict 
Ts,eny and malice to ſpight vs , detrattion 
and ſlanndrrs to annoy vs, perils to enwron 
ws,the fiſh to pufſe , and yet topine vs, the 
world to allure, and yerfo abherre VSe troubles 
we muſt oncrcome with patience , enuy and ma» 
lice with wertue,perils with magnanimitiethe 
Hh with the ſpirite, the thornes and nettles of . 
this world with the lillies and roſes of the fu- 
ture, the hatred of men with the loue of God... 
Laſtly,he worketh a rebellion 1n our ſelues, ſtir-- 
111g vp the wices and corruptions of thefirfÞ 
- |} {Ada 


| wer, faut; Wo echents,nd renype FaJicte . 


| The Ex le 


| Adam,of whom we are PAR in the 


workes are adulterie, fornication ,v# 
wantonner,conctouſnes , idolatrie, wh 
batred,debate, emulations, wrath, co 


whoſe 


leannes, 
tchcraft, 
utentions, 


ſeattions , hereſtes, £2114), 77311 Likes arunkeanes, 


 gluttony,and 9b e: againſt the vertues and 


perfettions of the ſecond Adam, of whom wee 


are A the ſpirgte: whoſe 


louegzoy zPeace, l0n9 7 offering , gentler 


get < x's, «from wt Polrt With an army 0 


frurte 1s 
es, 060d- 
He be/te- 
F- rempra- 


TIONS, Vnacr ihe bi {); her of arldly 9s 1h and 


aſs. Realicnb vs within with our owne|C 

der the eriſtone of fleſhly fraulty . eAga 
VILA Is V3 redowble OHY Þ1gor br 

Aation, and fl aJing th em with Fe Jie 


ſpirite, tct + ws ſally qret and a; comprte 


tt Ye /1 andard of our Sour: z1gne, beth t 
and tl): d: will, and af! t/ C78 complites- 
heremn [hew onr ſelues reſolute, Ter tu 
evalyant ,and [ay weth 1 the Spaniatd,|) 


9 
ſt tI heſe 
1 mig 
rd of of the 
Vnac 


the w _ 


lit\n 


01:5 | Load 
Nd| VIr- 


tud ſino vencar , no verfdadera olpria fhno 


victoria. T] IEFE 41S 40 wertue but 172 Te 


C an qu1- 


ſhing, T fPCVENS 20 tried, ot ory! but 11 Vickorie, Let 
"2 | Ls bor. to be endrked with perf cf fertitgde, 
= | | ft vs confader 11 at it beſeernes not a noble 
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| Dedicatorie. | 
and generons minde to ground bis value ei= 
ther vpon hope of gaine,for that 1s marchant- 
like and mercenarie: or vpon feare of puniſh- 
ment,for that 1s abieft and compulſarie : or 
pon perſwaſion of aduantage for that fox 
like and ſubtill:or bi 26 rankor and rage, for 
that is diucliſh and paſſionate : or vpon foole 
hardines and temeritie , for that is inconſide- 
rare and ſenceleſſe: but pon diſcharge of due- 
| tie-lour of wertuetuſtice of the quarrel,aigni- 
tre of the generall, and honor of the Api 19m 
Let ws propoſe enen before our eyes the ex- 
 quaſite bl , the ſmpular wvertne,the meſfable 
 authoritie,and the felicitie inexplicable of our 
king and ſoueraigne Chriſt Teſnts« Let vs ſtu \ 
dy to learne the firſt,to tmitate the ſecond, to 1, a 
depend </pon the third,ſo ſhall we participate 1 
of the fourth. Let <5 take vnto us the whole 
armour of God , let our loynes be girdedabout 
 withverity et vs put on the brefiplate of righ * 
 reouſnes let our feetr be ſhod with the prepara- 
| tron of the goſpel of peace:abeucall let vs take 
 theſhielde of farth (which 1s Chriſt Teſts by 


| faith apprehended )wherevoith wee may quencls 


5 


| all the fierie dartes of the wicked. Let -oitaks pot 
| the belmer/ ſalomiow, axdebeſipordl afone © || 


B37 1,009 


i The Epiſtle 
. ſpirite, which ts the word of God. Tet vs pray 

alwayes with all maner prayers and ſupplication 

 gnthe ſpirite, and watch thereunto die all per- 


- 
| 


* 


 ſenerance. Fe. Lhe: 
Scip10 Afficanus , as we reads in Liuie, 


reſt, the fift day to returne tothe firſt 4 
tiſe:and thus to continue while they bi 
from true battels and conflifts. E-24 
But ſith this ſpirituall warfare is\continuall, 
we may neuer lay off our armour, but muFt ( like 
expert Souldyars)make it as fam-liat vitovs as 
our skinnegeſpeciallyfith it 15 of the neceſſity, 
that we cannot conquere without tt ,|and of that 
mettal that it wil ruſt with no wether, @ of that 


nature that it wil max the brighter the more that 
we weare it: We ſhall neede no counterfet char- 
miſhes,that are ener preſent with {errous com- 
bats where to wine 15 not weartſornpe , but to 
lofe ts laborrous:the one carrying with it ſolace, 
Let vs learne carefully , and 

| 1 (go © 


the other [orrowe «| 


 Dedicatorie, _ 
obſerue faithfally, the direffions penen vs by 
our Generall , for hes doftrine 1s our diſcipline, - 
Let vs carry wie in minde hrs Cohortats- 


all Ho 1 Gen among many 1 cy” comend_ 
the inſtruftions and prattiſe 9 that moſt rare, 
learned,vertuons and noble Gentleman , lohn 
Picus, Earle of Mirandula , whoſe advice 
heretn / well pleaſeth me , that Ithou ht ood 
ro communicate it to my friends, and to dedi- 
cateit unto you(my very good ncle ) toge- 
ther with a briefe expoſition of his pon the FM 
teene P/alme, with two Epiftles unto his Ne- 
 phemwe,a moft honourable, vertuous and lear- 
ned Prince [ohannes Franciſcus Picus, Earl 
of Mirandula,and Prince of C oncordia: much 
I preſent vnto you as the fruytes of mine idle 
houres,which being not many, their labour can 
| be neither great nor exquiſite , It reſteth that 
I recommend __ to hs moſt bleſſed ruition that 
Bs | barb | 
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The 


| bath hetherto led [you along and honourable 
race thorow the warfare,both ſecular, and pi- 
ritual: royning with you in mo#t |, 
 prayersto his djuint Maiteftie, roe abliſhe 
your trauayles in the one throughout all poſte- 
rity:and your triamphs in the other, tho- 
rowout all eternitie . From the\caſtle | 


of the Iland, this tenth 6 
December. I z8 8. 


DIY 
Jos 
= Ib 
S 


Your loving Nephew 
W. H.. 
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TWELVE RVLES,. '9 F [TOHN; Ph» 
cus Earle of Mirandula, partly ſtirring vs 7-1} 
partly directing man in the ſpirituall _.; LE - 
batraile, YE 


E FHE WAY. OF 374 
P83 vertue ſeeme hard vnto- 
P|| man becauſe wee muſt 
Y| |cotinually fight againſt 
No [the fleſh, the deuill, and 
A the wotlll. let him re- 


member thawwhat way 


ſocuer hee (] hone N- 
cordi _ 


S| 


(yea.if it be a 
tothe world ) heem 
ſuffer much adcrnie, 
ſorrow,diſcommoditie and trauaile, | 

© Lethim remember thar in thingesof this world, 
the fight is longer, painful'er,& ynprofitabler;where- 
in labor is the ende of labor, and the laſt is cternall 
paine,, 

Let him remember thar itis a fooliſh thing to be-. 
leeue that any 1s abletc goe to heauen,, volefle it be 
throughthis |, cuenas our head Chriſt aſcen- 
ded not into heauen but by his croile, ncizher ought 
the ſtare of the ſeruant to be bercer then the [tate of 
his Lord and maſter. 

| LIebimrememberthat this banctlis not onely: 
to becndured,but alſo to bedefired, although there- 
by we recciue no reward, onely to be contormed to 
Chriſt our God and Lord, &2S often as thou ſtrjueſt 
BY: | againſt 


cont — 


i 


wer of Icſus Chriſt, which hath ſaid, Be of g 


14 
againſt any of thy ſences by reſiſting any eejapeaes, 


marke to what part of the croſle of Chriſt thou art 
to be conformed:as when thou , reſiſting gfurroni, 
annoyeſtthy taſte,remember that he dranke| vin 
mingled with gall: when as thou keepeſt th) ades 
from any rapine which liketh thee , remember thar 
his hands were faſt nayled to the croſſe for thee: and 
it thou reſiſteſt pride,remember that when he was in 
the forme of God , heetooke vpon him for) thee the 
forme ofa ſeruant, and humbled himſelfe cuen to 
the death of the croſle : and when thou art temp ted 
of anger,remember that he which was God and the 
moſt righteous among men, when he norwirhſtan- 
ding,ſfaw himſelfe as a i theefe , to be mocked, to be 


{pitted on,to be beaten,to be reuiled, andto bere-. 


puted with theeues, yet he ſhewed at no time any to- 
ken of angeror rage. but enduring all things moſt 
patiently,replyed toall men moſt mildly; and in this 
wiſe running thorow eyery thing, thou ſhalt finde 
that there is no paſsion|but ſhall make thee confor- 
mable to Chriſt in ſome ſorr. | 
' That thou truſt not in theſe twelue weapons n a- 
ny worldly remedic whatſceuer,bur onely in the x 
cher 
Lhaue ouercome the world . Andin anorher place, 
The Prince of this world is caſt out: wherefore we al- 
fo by his onely power doe truſt that we are able both 
ro yanquiſh the world , and to ouercome the deuill, 
therefore wee ou ght alayes by prayer to feeke his 
helpe. | 
Remember that when thou haſt ouercome one 
rempration , then another is alwayes to be e xpected, 
for that the deuill alwayes goeth about ſeeking wh6 
he may deyoure : wherefore it bchooueth vi alwayes 


to be readie and wad, and to ſay wich the Pro- . 


pþen 


' - 
i 


E-1 


T5 
where! will a land vpon op tack 


That thou not onely benotoyercome of the de- Bt 


uill, bur that thou alſo overcome him when he remp- 


ecth thee:and this is , when thou doeſt not onely not 
offend, but alſo takeſt an occaſion to.doe ſome good 


by that thing wherin he tempteth thee:as if his ork 
offereth thee any good , that thereby thou fall intb 


vaineglorie , thou foorthwith conſidering it, notas 


thy worke, but as a benefite of God,doeſt humble thy 
ſelfe, and indge thy ſclte to beroo little thankful ynto 
God for his benefites.. ,, 

That when thou doeſt fight, thou mayſt fight a as 
though thou wert conquering, and thereby to haue 
cuctlaſting quietnes, for that happily God of his 
grace wil gue this vnto thee, and theideuill ſhall re- 
turne no more diſmayd by reaſon of thy vi&orie:and 
when thou haſt ouercome, liue as though thou were. 
preſently to fight, that in battell thou bee alwaies 
mindfull of vicoric,and i in vi&oric __ mindfull 
of battaile. 

That although thou finde thy ſelfe in euery point 
well {trengthned and prouided,yet notwithſtanding 
thou ſhun alwaies the occaſions of offence , becaule, 
- wiſe man ſaithhe that louerh danger,ſhal peariſh 
therein. 

That in temptations thou be alwaies ready to re- 


fiſt the beginnings,and to dath the babes of Babylon 


againſt the rock. The rock is Chriſt:for too late is the 


medicine prouided;if rhe euill be too farre gone. 

Remember that albeit m the yery confli& of tep- 
_ ration, the fight ſeeme ſharpe and difficult , notwith- 
ſanding i it is farre weeterto ouercome , than to run 
into finne. Wherefore diſpoſe thy ſelfe tothe viaory, 
Andin this many are deceived, bagantd they: com- 
pare not the lweetcnes of the yi&orie to the ere 
| © 
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of {inne,but they compare ueldalpncel og he alia 


\ om ſweetnesof pleaſure: and yctnotwithſtanding 


which hath a thouſand times. experienced what 


i i5Þ0 yeclde to temptation, ought once atthe leaſt 


totry what it is to oucrcome temptation. | 

: 1» Belecue nor becauferhar thou art tempted , tha 
God hath farſaken thee.or leſſeregardeth let, Oriac- 
comprteth thee tae lefle righteous and perfe&t . Re- 
member that Paul afterhe ſaw the diuine eſſence, ſuf- 
tered thetemptation of the:fetb, wherwich God per- 
mitred him to betempted, leſt he ſh-vld be tempted 
of pride, Wherein man/ought to conſider ,|that Paul 
which wasan&le& veflell, and taken vpeyen tothe 
third heauen,yet he was tried,leſt he ſhould glory in 
himiclte , as'be teltifieth of himſclfe , leſt the aboun- 
danccofreuciations ſhould exalt me, there 1 was giben 
vnto me a prickein the fleſh to buffet me, Wherefore 


 aboue all temprations,, man principally oright: to 


arme himſelfe againſt the rempration of gride, | for 
that it is the roote of all| miſchicfe , againſtthe which 
there is ane onely remedy,alwaies torzmember thac 


God humbled himſelfe for vs,cuen vnto the death of 
 thecroſſe,and death wilhumblevs, though _ 


Our willes tobe encn nzeate for wormes. | 


if 
h 


Tnelue weapons of lob Pies, Earle of Mitandule, 
for theſprritualll battel MX <> man alwates | 
enghtto han 11 a readtyes, velens 1 | | 
(Ihe ul 20980 tp df ; 


beth bum. | | 
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1. Of ſinne;the pleaſure hortand ſmall, 
+8; The companionyJothſomoes and anxictic, 264 
3 Loſle of agreater good. 
4 Life,a ficepe an aſtadove. Þ 217 

5 Dcath, 


5 Death,at hand,and (odaine. 


2 The dout of impenirencie, 


7 Eternall reward:eternall paine. 


8 
9 


Il 
I'2 
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The dignitic and nature of man. 
The peace of a 200d minde. 


10 The benefites of God, 


| The croſle of Chriſt. 2; 
The teſtimonie of martyres , and the example 
of holy men, 


| Twelwe condidiens of a tanerl Tobn Picus 
of Mirandula. 


Toloue one onely,and to deſpiſe all things for 
him 
To thinke him ynhappie which is not with his 
beloued. 
To ſuffer all things, yea death to be with him. 
To adorne himſelfe to pleaſe him, 
To be with him in all ſortes we may , it notin 
body, at leaſt wiſe in minde, 
To loue all thingsthat pleaſeth him ,. his pre- 
cepts, his councell, his done, 
To ſeeke his oraiſe, and not to ſuffer any re- 
proach of him, 
To belceue the beſt of him i in all thinges, defi 
ring all men ſo to belecue, 
To be willing to ſuffer any diſcommoditic for 
his ſake,taking itin very good part, 
To ſhed teares with him often ciebie for griefe 
if he be abſent,or for ioy if he be preſent. 
Tolanguiſhoften , and oftento be enflamed 
with his loue. | 
To obey him, thinking nothing of arc 


recompence. 
—— We 
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We are accuſtomed to be induced to this chieflie 
for three cauſes . The firſt is, when the ſeruiteis ſuch 
as of it ſelfce it isto be deſired . The ſecond ; when as 
he whom we obey,is of himſclfe very go9d and amia- 
ble,that we cuen loue and reuerence him far his ver- 


tues. The third is, when he, before we did beginne ta 


ſcrue him, hath beſtowed many great benefires vpon 

vs,and theſe three are in God, becauſe for his ſeruice 
there is no trauaile taken which is not gogd for 'vs, 
both for our ſoule and |body : for thatto obey him, 

isno other thing then to dire& our ſclues ynto him 

that isthechiefelt God|. Heis/alſo the beſt;comlieſt 

and wiſeſt , hauing all conditions accuſtomably mo- 

uing vs to loue ,and to obey freely:which moſt bene« 

ficially hath dealt with vs,increating vs of no- 

thing , and redeeming ys from hell by 

the bloud of his ſonne when wee 

were worſe then nothing. 
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3 teyned vertue not by his owne power, burby 


pg H E COMMENTA- 


Tie of Tohn Picus Mirandula, Upon 
the ſixteene Pſalme, 


Pat 6,  Preſerue me O Ged 


al W comp: his eſtate , hee a take heede of 


IN therefore , ſpeaking in the perſon of the 
;uſt man, beginneth of his ſtate in this word : Pre- 
ſcrue me. Which rightly conſidered, taketh away all 
occaſion of pride : for hee which can atraine to any 
thing of him ſelfe, can alſo ofhimſelfe preſerue that 
thing for himſelfe , Heetherefore which delireth of . 
God to bekeptin the ſtate of vertue,ſignifieth by this 
that from the beginning he gote not that vertue of _ 
himſelfe . And hee which recordeth that he hath ob- 
the po- 
wer of God,cannot exalt himſelfe of it:but-the of nd 
humble himſclfe before God, according tothat of 
the Apoſtle, What haſt thou that thou haſt not recei- 
ved2and if thou haſt receiued it, why boaſteſt thou 
as though thou receiuedſt ir not? 2 Thercaretwo 
wordes which wee ought alwaies to haue in our. 
mouth. The one,haue mercie ypon me O'God, when 
that we remember our badnes. Theother, preſerue” 


me O God, when we call tom: .ude his prota, 


For Ihaue truſted i in thee, —_ 


This 1s one thing that cauſeth vs to ane 


God that which we deſire:that is, whewe hauea fure 


that - 


hope to —_— And it we rs E." nts, | 
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>) anyanan being perfe&, will call inac- "i 


Nl this that hee boaſt not himſelfe . Dauid 
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20 
that we neuer deſire of God but thoſe chink $ which 
are for our good, and that wee carneſtly Ee that 
thing we deſire, not doubring bur that Goy beareth 
ys,our prayers ſhallneuer be in yaine. Therfpre when 
we obtaine not, it is either for that ir is burttull for 
vs,for we know not what to ask,according tp Chriſts 
Gaying: And Icſus ſaith , Wharſoeuer ye (hall aske in 
my name it ſhalbe geuen ynto yougfor this hame Ie- 
ſus doeth (iynific a Sauiour,and therefore nothing i is 
asked in his name, bur iris tothe ſauing|health of 
him thatasketh , or becauſe wee are not haxde, for 
that in asking good things , we aske not the as wee 
ought, bur wauering in hope, and he who t hope is 
doubtful hath a colde petition:therfore Caith Iames, 

Let him aske in faith,doubring nothing, 


IT haue [a aydv vato the Lord, how! 


art my God, 


After he armeth himſelfe againſt pride, he begin- 
neth to deſcribe his eſtate, The whole ſtate of a good 
man conhkſteth in this word: I haue ſaydto the Tokd, 
thou art my God, The which word althobghit ſce- 
meth almoſt common among all men,yet fewe there 


| are which can truely ſay it. Eucry man hath that for 


his God which he counteth for chietcſt gogd, which 
onely had, we thinke our {clues happy : bogd, other 
thinges are wanting , and if that one thing be wan- 
ting,yea if we haue all thingsels that aregood , wee 
thinke our ſelues vnhappy. The couetous fnan there- 
fore ſaith vnto his money,thou art my God: for if he. 
want honor, health, vertue and friendes, fo bee hath 
money he is content: andit hee haue all joſe good 
things which we hauc rehearſed and want money, he 
thinkethhimſelfe a wretghr, The glutton alſo ſaith to 


| ITT. | | 

his bellie:the incontinent to his luſt : the ambitious 
to ſuperioritic and glorie : Thou art my God. See 
therefore how fewe there be which can ſay, I hauc | 
faid vnto the Lord, thou art my God . He onely can 
doe this, whom God onely doeth ſuffice:ſo that if all 1,7 
the kingdomes of the woeld| and all heauenly and _ © 
earthly 1 things were ſet before him, yea to offend his > 
God but once,he would not takethem, In this word 4 


therefore conſiſteth the whole ſtate of a righteous 
mat. * 
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F or thou Pandeſt not 71 wad of my goods 


He yealdeth a reaſon wherefore hee faith onely to 

the Lord, thou art my God. The reaſon is, for rhat _ -- 
onely God hath no neede of our goods , for thereis - mn 
no creature which wanteth not the help of other cre- | [4-7 

atures,farre more imperfe& then it ſelfe, as Philoſo- | 
phers and Diuines affirme, becauſe if one had not | 
beene, the other had not beene , for confounde part 
of that which is called vniuerſill, and confounde the 
whole. The whole being confoided,all the parts are | 
confounded . All creaturesare part of one vniuerſal; 
of the which God himſelte 1s no part, butthe begin- 1 
ning, nothing depending vpon it, for God hath got "+ 6 
nothing by the creation of the world, neither ſhould _ bo 
he loſe any thing if the whole world were brought to a 6 1 
nought. Therefore God alone hath nonecde of our = 
goods.We ought therefore to take ſhame to account = 
him for God which ſtandeth in ncede of vs , fuchis 2,5 08 
euery creature , Furthermore , we ought not toac- bx 
_ coint for God,that is, for the chiefeſt good , butthar 
 wherem is the chieſeſt good,burt in no creature-i>ths 


| Chiefelt good , therefore wee ought onely toſay ynto 2 
the Lore, Thou art my God. | |} 5 - | 
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But to the ſaints that art in the eart 


Next vnto God wee ought to loue thoſe moſt 


' whichare moſt ne5re ynto God:ſuch are the angels, 
and the bleſſed in the celeſtiall leruſalem , ou lande, 


kingdome and countrey . Therefore after he 
ro the Lord,thou art my God,he addeth. 


He hath made wonderfull his plea are. 


That is, he hath made his loue woonderfill all 
his good will toward the Saints which arejn his] land, 
that is,in the celeſtiall countrey , whichis called the 
land of God,and the Jand of the living . Ang if wee 
truelie conſider what great felicitic his|Countrey 
yealdeth,and whart great miſery this world b ingeth, 


aid yn- 


_ andthe great goodnes and excellencie of thoſe Citi- 


zens , we ſhall alwayes deſire to part trom hence, to 
be dwelling there . Theſe and ſuch like when|we me- 
ditate vpon, wee ought alwayes to prouide that our 


meditations become not vnprofitable. For we ought 


ofeuery meditation to reape ſome fruite } ni for an 
example,when we enter into meditation of that hea- 
uenly Countrey,we ought'to get this benefite there- 
by.not onely to be ſtrong to ſuffer death, and patient 
when by courſe of nature the houre ſhall come, or if it 


| be before to be ſuffered for the faith of Chriſt, bur 


alſo to wiſh it willingly ,, deſiring to part henge from 


this vale of miſerie, and fo to raigne inthat bleſſed 


land with God and his Saints, When therefote, rhe 
juſt man hath deſcribed his ſtate, which is w holy in 


affeRion toward God, andthings pertayning to his 


divine maieſtic, hee alſo from his heart deſpifeththe = 
ſtate of wicked men,and faith: Ml 
. Their 


» 


23 


Ther infirmities are e multiphed.. 


By infirmities he enderſtandeth Idols, and (o hd 


the Hebrew text: for cuenasa good man harh one 
God whom he loueth and reuerenceth : ſo bad and 


wicked men haue many gods; and Idols, and becauſe | 


there are many pleaſures, many deſires, diuers paſ- 
fions which they obey , they therefore ohedicer 
pleaſures, becauſe no one ſufficeth them. The wicked 
therefore wander about:and heeaddeth, they made 


haſte after,that is.afrer their deſires : they headlong 
and inconfiderately fell: : whereby we are taught that | 


we make no leſſe ſpeede to vertue , then they doe to 
vice: neither with Ieſſe diligence ſerue and obey our 
Godzthen they their Lord the deuill. The juſt man 
conſidering the ſtate of wicked men,doeth afſuredly 
purpole,as we alwayes oughtt ro doe,neuer to folow 
their waics,and faith: E] : 


I wil make no account of 1 ber bloudyſacrifices, 


neirber wil [ make mention of them n thin my lips, FS 


Hee ſpeaketh of bloud, aſwell for that Idolaters 
were accu Fontan hauing gathered the bloud of their 
facrifices , to exerciſe therewith their ceremonies AS 
alſo for that the wholelife of the wicked ( the right 
vie of reaſon being left)followeth ſenſualitie , which 
conſiſteth in bloud. He hath ſaid that he willnoton- 
ly not-doe facrifice vnto, Idols, but alſo not name 


them,(which oncly without offencecan be ſayd and 


done:)ſhewing by this, that a 


_—_ man ought not 
onely to abſtaine from vnlawful 


from thoſe which are lawful: ww his minde may the 


rather beſctled in 1 heauen,and geuen more purely Sag | 
e 


lpleaſures , but alſo | 


[He 9 PI 
the contemplation of heauenly things, et leſt that 
; 


any ſhould deeme it meere folly to depriye himſelf of 
all pleaſure,he addeth, 


The Lordis the portion Is mine inbtritance. 


As if he had ſaid, maruellnot if 1 forgoe all other 
things to enioy God,i ,in whom allother good things 
arc enioyed. Theſe ought to be the words of cueric 
Chriſtian : The Lord is the portion of nine inheri- 
tance. Becauſe we Chriſtians to whom Gad 1s promi- 
ſed for an inheritance, ought to be aſhamed to deſire 
any thing beſide him : and leaſt thatit ſhþuld ſeeme 
preſumption to any to aſſure this vnto io goalie , he 
-addeth the ſame. | 


' Thou art he Lach doeſl. gene me pine 
mheritance, | bed 


"1 


Asit he had ſaid , O "Ke } my God, Iknow well 
that I am nothing in reſpe&otf thee , by mine owne 
endeuours I am not ableto aſcend to enioy thee, but 

Fthou art he which doeſt draw me vntg9 thee through 
' thygrace , and thou art he which geueſh thy ſelfe to 
me to be inherited . Let the iuſt man then conſider. 
how great is this felicitic , that God halhe his inhe- 
FItance, He addeth, £1 | | 


The lots haue falls r0 he 1n | Gngoldy pls 


For euery mans part and |portion of olde time, 
was deuided by lottes: And becauſe there are many 
which chodleh they are called to this feljciticas arc 
all Chriſtians, yet notwithſtanding they make no ac- 
cpeape of it, ſo that oftentimes bor alittle light plea- 

T | ſure 


| A. 3” 
ſure they change ir. He addeth the ſame. 


My heritage is excellent unto me. © 


_ As if he had ſaid, euen as that heritage is excellEt, 
ſo doe Ieſteeme it exceeding well,and doe repute all 
other things in reſpe&of it , according to the ſaying 
of Paule , but very dong : but becauſe to haue this 
light of vnderſtanding, that man may know this felt- 
Citic is a gift geuen from God, he therefore addeth, 


I will thanke the Lord for gemng 
CELLS me to vnderfland. 

For becauſe man oftentimes purpoſeth to ſerue 
God according to humane reaſon , when fenſualitie 
and the fleſh repugne . But that man's perfe& that 
hath not only his ſoule, but alſo his fleſh enclined vt 
to God,according to that ſaying: My heart and my 
_ _ reioyced in che liuing God, Therefore hee 

| eth. | -Þ + dos +: 


b 9103 cl | 3d + 
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My reynes alſo chaſttn me m the 
night ſesſon, = INDE Mizcth 
That is,the very reynes themſclues,wherein is ac- 


cuſtomed the greateſt inclination to- concupiſcence, 
doe not moue me toeuil, butrather rebuke and cha- 
ſten me: that is,they withhold me inthe night ſcaſon, 
inſomuch that they tame and ſcourgeth body: : 
Then he ſheweth the cauſe,and (aithz-' © 


_ Fer the Lord alwaies in my ſfrpbte. £4 /4i 
Forif any man haue God alwaics belſbre his cies» [1.4 


Y « * " 
oy 7 | 
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| 26 | 
fora rule of all his works: and in all his wo1 
kethnot his owne commoditie, nor glor ,mOr Plea- 
ſure, bur onely to pleaſe God: he ſhallin 
 comea perfe& man:and becauſe he ſo dogth in al his 
affaircs,be ſhall alwaics proſper, Therfore A akth, 


Fle is on my right hand that Than ; 


not be moned, 


Hee ſheweth how that the felicitie of a aſt x man is 


great, becauſche ſhalbe for cuer happie bi thin ſoule 
and body:and therefore he addeth., 


M ſy beart is mery. 


That is ro ſay,my ſoule i is merrie: kno 
death heaucn to be prepared for him. 


eAnd my fle of ſhall reſt in hope. 


- Thatis, although itreioycerh nor, as ifit were ous 
of hand after death to recciue his ſtate , yet notwith- | 
ſanding, it reſterh in the grane with this hope, that 
it ſhall iſe in the day of iudgement, rogether with his 
ſoule,immortall and moſt glorious , and this he de- 
clarethin the verſefollowing , for 


hcart was merryche gener arcaſon, 


Becauſe be ſhall not leave my PE in bell. 


© And becauſe that hee faid his ficſ.refid labore; 


he yealdeth arcalon,ſaying. | 


| 


wing afcce 


; 


Neither wilt rhow ſuffer tha holy one! to 
[OT 
Becauſe 


| Becauſe that which was corruptible ſhall riſe in- 
ible,and bicauſe Chriſt was the firſt which en- 
hd] into Paradiſe, and made the way for Ys, and was 
the firſt which roſe, and his reſurre&ion is the cauſe 
of our reſurre&ion:therefore theſe things which wee 
haue ſpoken of fin to be ynderſtoode of 


the reſurre&ion of Chriſt,as Peter the Apoſtle decla- 
reth. And ſecondly, they are to be rains of vs, 
in as much as we are members of Chriſt which onely 
ſaw no corruption , becauſe his body was not putri- 
Ked in the graue. Therefore, becauſe the way of well 
liuing leadeth vs into perpetuall life both of oule 
and bodie.He therefore addeth, 


T how haſt maze the wayes of life foes 


Þntfo mes 


as beak the whole felickie of this life conſi- 
Ntethin the true yiſion and fruition of God, he there- = 
fore addeth. 


Thouſhal fat inal the toy of. thy 


| countenance. 


| "Mad becenlh the felicitic ſhall endure for cuer, he 
therefore addeth; 


At thy reght hands are pleaſures, | 


He ſaith, at thy righthand, becauſe our felcitieis: | 

com peared i in the ſight and enioying of Chriſtes hw 
manitie, which ſitterh at the righthand of rhe midips 
ſie of God on high,according tothatof Tohn. This - 
is our ful reward, to ſec God,and him whomhe hath 
ſcot,leſfus Chriſt, 
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EPHEW, 
S lohn Picus | 
of Mirandula , Wiſheth health ins him 


which is the true health, 


Aruaile not my Sonne, 
neither take any griefe, 
or diſmaye , ithat ypon 
thy departure from me, 
there are {o many oCcca- 
fions of cuill miniſtred 
ynto thee , which may 
diſquict thee, and with= 
{[ſtande thy Tod life 


purpoſe of pood life: 
Ns | — how greate |a myracle 
fhould it be rather, if to thee alone amongſt mortall 
menzthe way to heauen were made plaine andeafie, 
withoutlabour and toyle, as though there were no 
deceitful world nor wicked deuill,or as thpugh thou 
were not yet in the fleſh , which luſteth againſt the 
ſpirite; and maketh ys of men monſters: ynleſſe wee 
ſhall looke well to our {clues: but rather reioyce, as 
$.lamcs 'counſelleth thee, ſayings, Kezoyce qe brethren 
whes yee ſhall fall into diners temptations , Nor without 
_geodcauſc , for what hopeis there of glory, when 
Akbere wanteth hope of viRoriezand what vi — 
WR. i  c/ here 


|. 


there be when there is no fight, Hee is lured to the | 


crowne,that 1s allured to the combat, and eſpecially 


to ſuch wherein no man can be overcome, if hee will 
not himſelfe:neither neede we any mans help to con= | 


quere, but onely his, which geueth vs both mind and 
might to-ouercome. Itis great fel{citie to a Chriſti- 


an , to conſider that the vicorie confiſteth by the 
goodnes of God in his owne will, and the rewardes 


_ thereof farre greater then either his wiſh or worthi- 
neſfe poſsiblie may be, Tell me(my deare Sonne ) is 
there any thing in this life, of theſe things, whole de- 


ſiretroublerh earthly mindes, that can bee attayned | 


without labor,or not enduring many indignitiesand 
miſeries. The merchant thinketh it well with him, if 
after many nauigations, many thouſand diſcommo- 


dities,thouſand perils of lite,he get ſome gayne.. It 
needeth not that I write vnto thee as touching the 


warfare of this world , whoſe miſeries experience it 


| ſelfe hathand doeth ſufficiently teach thee . Wheat 


heapes of griefes , what great anxietie, how much 


carefulnes there is in obteyning the fauour of Prin- 


ces, in purchaſing the friendſhip of ourequal 
compaſsing of honors, Iam rather for to lea 
_ theegthen to teach thee:who contenting my ſelfe and 
meaneleifure with my bookes,haue learned from my 
very youthtoliue within my bounds.T heſe therefore 
carthly,tranſitoriegvncertaine and vile things, com- 
mon alſo to vs with brute beaſts, ſhallwe with paine 


and panting ſcarcely attaine: and ſhall we beadrawerr. 
our will vnto heauenly and diuinethings, the which. 
eye hath nor ſeene,northe care heard , as if without -- 


as if we were drouſic and fleepy,and as it 


o 


i o 
*x * 


vs the Lord could nor raigne,neither thoſe heauenlie 
Citizens be euer bleſſed. Truely,ifthise 
might be gat with cafe, a man might 
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| the mind isto know it ſelfe cleere inconſd 


bour)like better ro "HIRS world then 0d. But if 
we are nothing the lefle, yea much more then in the 
way of God wearicd in the way of finners 
hor ſaying of the damned, we are tyred inthe way of 
iniquitie) it cannot be bur extreame madhes to bee 
more vnwilling to labour where reward is|rendered, 

then where for our labor puniſhment is oxdeyned, I 
omitte to ſhew how great the peace and felicitic of 
ence, free 
from fault:the which doubtleſſe is farre more to bee 
cltcemed then all the pleaſures that may he enioyed 


_ or wiſhed in this life : what is worthy the wiſhing for 


in theſe worldly pleſures, which, while they are a ſee- 
king,they defarigate: and being obteyned|, doe infa- 
tuat:& being loſt,doe excruciat, Doubtelt thou, my 
ſonne, that the mindes of the wicked arenot oiled 
with cotinual care,it is the word of God,which can- 
not be deceined nor deceiue:the hart of the wicked is 
as it were the raging ſea that taketh no reſt, for there 
is notl.ing vnto the ſafe,nothing peaceable 
import vnto them feare,care,death: ſhall we therfore 

enuie theſe?ſhall we have theſe i in emulation , and for- 
getting our proper dignitie,our countrey}, and our 


| heauenly father, ſhall we, when as we arc borne free, 


become their {laues and bondmen, that liping toge- 
ther with them miſerably, dying more milerably , at 
length in eternal fire we may be tormented moſt mi- 


ſerably? O the blinde mindes and hearts ofmen! who 


is he that ſeeth not truerh it ſelfe, yet neyertheleſſe 
leaue we vndone the things which we knoyy areto be 
done. Doubt not my ſonne, bur eſpecially in thoſe 
places wherein thou remayneſt, innumerable impe- 
diments will beſer thee, and driue thee if it were poſ- 
ſible, from thy purpoſe of living a holy and godly 
life, and fling thee downe headlon g ittho frakef not 


very 
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very good heede : but among the reſt, it is adeadlie 


plague day and night to be conuerſant among thoſe, 
whoſe life is not onely in euery parte an enticement 
to ſinne, but wholy ſer and placed vnder the Empe- 


ror the deuill, vnder the ſtanderd of death, vnder the 


falaric of hc11,in expugnation of vertue , fighterh-a- 
gainſt heauen,againſt the Lord , & againſt his Chriſt. 
But crie thou out with the Prophet, Let vs breake therr 


bends aſunder,and caſt away their cords from vs, For theſe 


are they whom the Lord hath deliuered vp into their 
hearts luſt,and into areprobate ſence, to doe thoſe 
things which are not conuenient, being full of all vn- 
righteouſnes, fornication, wickednes, couctouſnes, 
maliciouſnes, full of enuie,of murder , of debate, of 


deceite,taking all things in the euill part, whiſperers, 


backbiters, haters of God,dooers of wrong , proude 


 boaſters, inuenters of euil things, without vnderſtan- | 
ding, ill natured, without naturall affe&ion , without 


faithfulnes, without mercie . Which men when they 
dayly ſaw the righteouſnes of God, yet notwithſtan- 


ding,they vnderitoode not how that they which doe 
thoſe things are worthy of death,nort only thoſe that 
doe them, but alſo thev which doe fauor ſuchks doe 


them. Pleaſe not thou therefore , my ſonne,, whom 


yertue diſpleaſeth , but let that ſaying of the Apoſtle 


| bealwaies before thineeyes', 1r behoourth vs to pleaſe 
God rather then 11an , And alſothat of the Apoſtle : If T 
ſhould fludie to pleaſe men, I ſhould not then be the ſeruaunt 
of God, Leta certaine kinde of godly ambition inuade 
thee, and vouchſafe not them worthie to be maſters 
. of thy life, who were fitter ro be thy ſcholfers : For it 

1s farre decenter that they begin to be men by Hming 
well with thee, then that thon omitting thy good 
purpoſe, ſhouldeſt become a beaſt by liuing ill with 


them. There holdeth me{(1 take God to witnes)ſome- = 


2 9 


 fre,and againe,Come ye bleſſed, and poſſeſſe t 


times as it were an extaſic,and a certaine kinde of a- 


 Roniſhment, when I begin , I know not whether ra- 


ther to thinke ypon,or to be ſory tor,to admireor to 
deplore the ſtudies of men:(or to ſpeake more plain- 


ly)their meere madnes.For truely it is meere madnes 
not to beleeuethe Goſpell: the trueth whereof the 


bloud of Martyrs cricth , the voice of the Apoſtles 


ſoundeth, miracles proucth, reaſon confinmeth , the 
world witneſſeth, the elements (hew, theideuils con- 


 feſſe. But it is farre greater madnes if thqu doeſt not 


doubt of the tructh of the Goſpell, to live notwith- 


ſanding, as though thou doubtedſt nothing of the 


falſenes thereof; For if thoſe words be true, that it is 


moſt harde fora rich man to enter into the kingdom 


of heauen, why doe we then daily buſie our ſclues in 
heaping vp riches: and it it bee true, that the glorie 
which is not of man but of Godis to be ſpughr,why 
doe we then alwayes hang & depend yponithe iudge- 


ments of men . There is no man that carcth topleaſe 


God,& it we {tedfaſtly beleue that the time wil come 
when the Lord ſhall ſay., Goee curſed ty everlaſting 
Kingeowe 
prepared for you from the beginning of the world, Why doe 
we the cither feare nothing leſle then hel,or!hope for 


nothing leſſethen heauen : what els can be 1d, but 


that there be many Chriſtians in name, but very fewe 


in deede, Striue thou, my ſonne;to enterin by the na- 


row gate, and geue not heede to that which many 
men doe, butto that which ought for to be donegthe 
which the law of nature, reaſon , and God him ſelfe 
will ſhew thee, For thy glorie ſhall not be the leſſe, if 


' thou be happie,with a fewe, nor thy puniſhment the 


lighter if thou bee miſcrable with many. | There are 
two moſt principal preſent remedies for thee againſt 
the world and the deuill, with the which, as with two 

-| z | | wings, 


WH: TM 
wings thou ſhalt flye vp on high 
; reares,thar is to ſay, almes and pray 
; we doe without the helpe of God: 
St helpe being not called vpon , And moreouer, he will 
not heare thee calling vpon him , which haſt nor firſt 
heard the poore calling vpon thee. For itis not vn- | 
meet that God deſpiſe thee, being a ma, who being a 
- man, haſt deſpiſed a man.It is writteng/:h what mea- : 
ſure ye meate, ſhall other men me-ſure to you againe , And 
elſwhere, Bleſed are the merciful for th: obteine mer- 
ce. But when I inuitethee to prayer , I doe not inuite 
thee to that which conſiſteth in much babbling : but 
to that which ſpeaketh to God within the ſecrete 
cloſet of the minde,in the priuie chamber of the hart, | 
with affe&ion moſt earneſt, and in the moſt bright ” 53M 
clowde of contemplation, doeth not onely preſent EE = 
the minde ynto God, but it doeth bycertaine incfta- Z | 
ble meanes vniteit faſt, which the experienced onely 
| know, Neither doe I waigh how long thy prayer be, 
but how effeuall and how earnelt it be, interlaced 
rather with ſighes,then poured out with a continu- 
all order and number of words. It thou regardeſt thy 
ſalvation or wilt be free from the ſnares of the deuil, 
from the ſtormes of the world, from the ambuſhes of . 
thy enemies , if thou defireſt to be accepted of God, 
and ſo atlength to become happie , ſee that no daye 
paſſe wherein once, at the leaſt, thou makeſt not thy ' 
prayers vntoGod, and proſtrating thy ſelfe with*the 
humble afteRion of a godly minde, (crieſt not out 
with the Prophet, not outwardly from thy lips , but 
inwardly from thy heart : Remember not the effences and 
gnorances of my yeuth,but according to thy mercie, for thy ,,, 
Loodnes ſake,remember me O Lord, The ſpirite hall teach... 8 
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 .  Fdingſhallalſohelpe, which Ipray thee moſt earneſt- 
ly vic,ſetting aſide the vaine fables and triflinges of 
Poets . There is nothing more acceptable with God, 
nothing more profitable for thy ſella; day & night 
to haue in hand the holy Scripture. In it theres a cer 
taine celeſtiall and heauenly power,liuely & effeRual, 
which doeth transforme the minde of the Reader, fo 
that he vſc it purely & humbly, into a diuine & godly 
| loue,bya moſt wonderfull vertue . But I haue now 

exceeded the limits of an Epiſtle, the matter and the 
affc&ion drawing me therto, which I haue alufais had & 
Wifi 7. | | toward thee:eſpecially from that houre wherijn I was 
BY .  firſtcertified ofthy moſt godly purpoſe . Laſtly,I will 

Z | - admoniſh thee of that which when thou waſt with me 
I haue often ſpoken of to thee : that is, that thou ne- 
uer forget theſe two thinges: the ſonne of God to. 
haue dicd for thee, and that thou ( though thou live 
long )art ſhortly todie, With theſe two,as it were 
with two ſpurres, the one of feare, the other of loue, 
driue thy horſe through. the ſhort race of this mo- 
mentary life,ynto the gole of eternall felicitie, when. 
as we neither ought, nor can prefixe any other ende 
ynto our ſelues, as then to enioy in both bqdy and. 

ſoule,perpetuall peace without end: by the in- 


finite goodnes of him which is both Gqd 

El and man, Chriſt Icſus, Farewell.. | 

Z Feare God., - 

| OY | ; Ibn, 
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ly becauſe thou liueſt well, Itis an equall 


bonds, priſonmit,ſ FOR our no 


John Picme Earle PI Mirai duet 


health to Tobn Franciſem hu pore | 


77] Hou art happy,my ſonne, whenasG O D 

LE, |hath not onely geuen thee grace to lyue 
af (= \ well,bur by liuing well in the meane time 
EL co heareill at wicked mens hands,ſpecial- 
praiſe by the 
Coen to be commended,and tobe condem- 
ned of the condemnable . Bur I therefore account 
thee not happic in that this reproache is glorious 
ynto thee,but becauſe our Lord Ieſus Chriſt is true: 
yea trueth it ſclfe affirmeth,that our reward ſhalbe a- 
boundant inheauen , when men ſhall ſpeake cuill of 
vs,and ſhall fal{ly ſay all maner of cuill ſaying againſt 
vs for his names ſake. This is an Apoſtolicall dignity, 
to be accounted worthie to ſuffer reproch forthe goſ- 
pels ſake. We reade in Luke, that the Ahoſtles went 
out reioyſing from the ſight of the counſel, becauſe 
they were thought worthie to ſuſtain and endure re-. 
proch and contumelie forthe name of Ieſus , Letvs 
therefore reioice ifthat wee arc accounted worthic 
with God,ſo great glorie _ 0 haue his glorie mani- 
felted by our ignominie, and if we ſuſtaine any 
hard ortroubleſome of the world, letthat moſl oil force 
yoice of the Lord cofort vs, If the world hateyou, knovwe 
Je that it hated me before you. If the world hated him by 
whom it was made, ſhall we moſt vile men(and if we 
conſider our wickednes,moſt worthic all rep oches) + 
if any detra& or ſpeake euill, take it greeuoaſ}y and -. 
to ſtop the wicked tongue, ſhall wee beginne ( hy 
wickedly 2 Let vs therefore rather content our ſelues 
joyfully with their bad reports, andifour felicity be | 
not ſuch: for yertue ſake, & for true hroſuffer ripes, _ 


f 
| 
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kaue done before vs , Yet let vs thinker uy KY van: 


with vs,if we ſuffer reproches, backbitings and hatred 


of wicked men, leſt that all occaſion of good ende-. 
uors being taken from vs, there be no hope of bliſſe _ 


left for vs. Furthermore, if men praiſe theefor thy 
wel living, this thy vertue,as it 15 a vertue,makes thee 
like ynto Chriſt : bur in as much as itis praiſed, it 
makes thee ynlike, who for arewarde of his yertue, 
receiuedof menthe death ofthe croſle, therfoxe God 
_ (faiththe Apoſtle)exatted hirh, and gaue him aname 
 whichis hae all names. Therefore it is rather to be 

wiſhed, to be crucified of the worlde and ciajted of 
God,then to be exalted of the world and condem- 
ned of God. The world crucifieth vnto life , God ex- 


alteth to glory. The world exalteth to ruine! the Lord. 
judgeth to hell, To conclude,if the world fart crand 


fawne vpon thee, it can (carce be that yertue , |which. 
altogether ereRed vpward, ought to haue God onely 


for to pleaſe, doe not encline it ſelfe ſomewhat to the 


plauſible fauor of men: and if it looſe nothing of his 


integritie;yet it loofeth ſomewhat of his rew rd, be-. 
cauſe when it beginnerth to bee performed in carth, 


where all things are little, the lefl ſhalbe rendered in 


heauen, where all things are great, Happic are| 


proches that cauſe ſafetie, that neither the floure of 


righteouſneſſe wither with the peſtiferons winde of 


yaine glorie, nor the ſtipende of eternitic be dimini 
ſhed by the vaine applauſure of popular fame} Let 
vs,my ſonne,embrace theſe contumelies , and as ſer- 

ants ofthe Lord with a moſt holy kinde ofambitis, 
 Letvstriumph,bur in the ignominie of the crbſle of 
Chriſt, We preach(ſaith $, Paul) Chriſt crucified, to 
the Hebrewes an offence, ro the Gentiles foo! liſknes, 
 butteo ys the vertue & wiflome of God.The wiſdom 
AGE this world is fooliſhnes with God,and the. faoliſh- 


nes 


he re- 
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iudgement of mad men, wherea: 


IH 
| | ; 
ha 


nes of Chriſt is ha which olabrcomibieth the wil. 


dome of the world, by the which i it hath pleaſedGod 
to ſaueas many as beleue.1f thou Joubteſt not them 
to be mad which detra&thy verrtue, and cal Chriſtian 
life,(that is heauenly wiſdome) madnes , remember 
then how great thy madnes would be, to be ſeduced 
from thy determined courſe in lining well, bythe 
euery error is tobe 
taken away by correion,notenlarged by imitation, 
Let them neigh , let them baule, ler them barke , goe 
thou on luſtely thy i iourney, and weigh by their wic- 


| kednes how much thou art indebted ynto God, who 


hath enlightened thee that ſateſt Intl cſhadowe of 
death,and tranſlated from their companie, who wan-- 
dered and wallowed here and there out e the waye 
withouta guide in moſt obſcure darkenes, hath af 
ciated thee with the ſonnes of light, "Let that moſt 
ſweete voyce of the Lord alwaies ſound.in thy cares: 
Let the dead burie their dead, follow thou me . . They are: 
dead which line not to God, and inthe time of tem- - 
porall death moſt painefully and labouriouſly pur 
chaſe to themſclues eternall death ; of whomif thou 
demaundeſt whether they goe, how they apply their 
endeuors,works and cares , and to conclude, what 
end they haue prefixed and preſcribed to theſelues, 
by the attaining wherof they are become happy,they 


| haueeither nothing at al toanſwere,orelsthey ſpeak 


words of repugnance and Contrarietietothemſclues. 
as it were the dotings of phanatical perſons, neither - 
know they what to doe, but according to the maner”. 
of them 7h inflouds ( by the forck of ancuilt: - 
induced cuſtome)they are carried as it were with tha 


, Ny 


rage ofa ſtreame: on the one ſide iniquitie blindiog” 2 Bt 
them,on the other ſide Sathan prouoking themto e> 30 þ 


will, fall downe headlong into all miſctuefe, _ 
E 3-7] > blinde. 


| gw BY 
\ blinde guides of the blinde, vntill death vnawares 
take them,and it be ſaid vnto/them, Frend, this nighe 
will they require thy ſoule of thee , but whoſe|ſhall | | | 
- thoſe things be which thou haſt prouided {Then they E323 
commend thoſe whom they condemned , then —_—— || 
_ praiſe thoſe whom they def "ied, and would imitate 
thoſe when they cannot, whom when they mighten- 
ſuc, they had rather purſue, Liſten not ,my deare 
ſonne, to what men ſhall either ſay or thinke of thee, 
account it nothing,ohly view inthy mindithe judge- 
ment of God, which he will geue to cuery man Accor- 
ding to his workes, in his revelation from heauen, 
with Angels and powers, taking yengeance onal with 
fiery flames whwh have not knowen God!,& obeyed 
his ;Goſpell, which (as the Apoſtle ſaith)ſhall bee de- 
ſtroyed for euer from the face of God, and from the 
glorie of his yertue, when hee ſhallcome to be glori- 
__ fhedinhuis ſaints , and to be made wonderfull i in all 
them which hane belecued. Itis written, Feare nor hins 
which 1s able to deſtroy the body , but him which is able to 
we 2) caft thy ſoule downe to hull. But how much leſſe artthon 
(6 OP to feare them which are able neither to hujrte the bo- 
WE: dy nor ſoule , who if [they now backbite _ gouer- 
«4 by reaſon, they will not the leſle backbite thee , if 
thou ſhouldeſtleaue to be vertuous, and come to be 
| vicious , not becauſe vice diſpleaſcth them, but be-. 
cauſe the vice of backbiting /alwayes pleaſcth them. = 
Shunne , if thou haſt any care of thy ſoules health, | | | 


% uu. , 
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ſhun as much as thoulcanſttheir companie , and re- 
turning tothy ſelfe , often pray thou in ſecrete vnto 
thy moſt mercifull father, crying out with the Pro- 
phet,”"xto thee 0 lord | 71s I lift Vp my ſoule , my God 1 mn | -| | 
thee doe I truſt , I will nbt be a/hamed though 9ne enemies 4 = 
mocke me and ſcorne me\for all rhat hepe and rruf tþ thee b-1-4 
#hall nor be confounded , Let oo be confpu ded that dee | 
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wrckedly:teach me thy wates, O Lord and shew me thy paths, 


direft me 1n thy trueth , and teach mee , for thin art Godmy 


Sauinuryin thee will T alwates truſt. See alſo that thou re- 
member death to be at hand,and'the ſmall time wee 
haue toliue, yea leſſe then a geometricall poynt:then 
how euill that auncient enemie is, which promiſeth 
vsthe kingdomes of the world, that hee might take 
from vs the kingdome of heauen ; how falſe pleaſures 
are which imbrace ys to the end to ſtrangle vs: how 
deceitfull are honors, which lift ys yp to calt vs down: 


how deadly are riches, which the more they feede vs, 


w yncertaine, 


the more they poyſon vs: how ſhort, ho | 
ike is all that 


how wauecring, how falſe, how fant: 
which all theſe together had at wiſh, . an 
compliſh vnto vs , How great things are promiſed 8 
prouided for theſe, which deſpiſing the preſents,ſeek 
that Countrey, whole king is Deitie, whoſe law is cha- 


ritie, whoſe maner is cternitie. With theſe and ſuch 


like cog'tations occupie thy minde, which will ſtirre- 
thee yp ſleeping, kindle thee cooligg » confirmethee 
ſtaggering, and yeeldeth ynto thee winges of godly 
loue, tending to heauen , that when thou ſhalt come 
vnto ys, the which wealexpeR with earneſt deſire we 
may not only ſce thee whom we would, butalſo 
| ſuch as we would. Farewell, andloue 
God, whom thou haſt ſo | 
begun, 


FINIS, 


'areableto ac- 
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